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Why & How to Hire an Architect for Your Home Building Project 
 
Working with an AIA architect can be rewarding.   
If have unique tastes and need help translating your 
ideas into a workable building design that will meet 
building codes and safety requirements, working 
with an architect will help. 
 
General building designs may prove helpful to start the 
process of designing but they often disregard the 
conditions of your specific building site and may not 
fully reflect your personal preferences and needs. 
 
This is why you need an architect.  Architects are 
design professionals trained to work with you to 
translate your ideas, doodles and descriptions into a 
refined building design.  Architects can offer creative 
ideas to help refine your vision and help you to 
navigate the complexities of the construction process. 
 
When you work with an architect, the result will be a 
building that fits your current needs, can be adapted to 
accommodate your future needs, is safe to live or work 
in and works in harmony with your building site. 
 
Working with an AIA Architect is an investment 
in your building project. 
 
 AIA architects remain current with professional 

standards through continuing education, and 
subscribe to a Code of Ethics and Professional 
Conduct that assure clients, the public, and 
colleagues of their dedication to high standards in 
professional practice. 

 An AIA architect will work with you throughout the 
design process to help you create a building that 
reflects your preferences and satisfies your needs 
for the project. 

 An AIA architect will work with you to help choose 
appropriate materials for your building, solicit bids 
for construction, review pricing for fairness to 
address your budget, and assess the quality of the 
workmanship. 

 An AIA architect can help you evaluate the wide 
range of product choices available as well as with 
your furniture, fixture & equipment needs. 

 
What to look for in an Architect 
 
 Every architect brings 

their own combination 
of skills, expertise, 
interests, and values 
to your project.  A 
personal interview will 
help find the architect 
that best fits your 
personal style and aligns closely with the needs of 
your project. 

 Be sure to look for a design professional who (a) 
has graduated from an accredited academic 
program in architecture, (b) is licensed/ registered 
in the state where your home will be constructed, 
and (c) is a member of the American Institute of 
Architects.  Members of the AIA are most 
knowledgeable about current trends, issues, 
methods, codes and safety guidelines relative to 
your building project. 

 Consider requesting an Architect’s Qualification 
Statement, a standardized form which will provide 
information you to review before selecting an 
architect, including credentials. 

 
How to find an AIA Architect 
 
 Members of AIA Delaware, include award 

winning architects experienced with diverse 
building types, design styles and project scopes. 

 Visit AIA Delaware to identify AIA member 
architects suitable to your specific building project 
needs and personal preferences. 



Residential Architects in Delaware 
 

The American Institute of Architects (AIA) is the professional membership association for licensed 
architects, emerging professionals, and allied partners since 1857 and helps to build public 
awareness of architecture and supports the practice of architecture.   
 
In addition to meeting professional standards for licensure to practice architecture, AIA members 
adhere to the AIA Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct, assuring clients, the public, and 
colleagues of their dedication to high standards of professional practice. 

 
Just a few of the Architect Members of AIA Delaware offering Residential Architectural services. 
 

 
David C. Ainsworth, AIA 
Aubyn Architecture LLC 
215 N Market Street, Suite 317 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
203-506-2413 
https://aubynarchitecture.square.site/ 
 
Brennon Bickel, AIA 
Element Design Group 
115 West Market Street 
Lewes, DE 19958 
302-645-0777 
www.elementdg.com 
 
John Dobraniecki, AIA 
Design Collaborative - Architects 
1211 Delaware Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 
302-652-4221 
www.dciarchitects.com 
 
Scott Edmonston, AIA 
SEA Studio 
P.O. Box 1388 
Bethany Beach, DE 19930 
(302) 364-3082 
www.seagreenstudio.com 
 
Ken Fearn, AIA 
Fearn-Clendaniel Architects 
6 Larch Avenue, Suite 398 
Wilmington, DE 19804 
302-998-7615 
www.fcarchitects.net/ 
 
Willard Holloway, AIA 
Bernardon 
123 Justison Street, Suite 101 
Wilmington, DE 19801 
(302) 622-9550 
http://www.bernardon.com/ 
 
Willard Hurd, AIA 
Footprint Architecture & Design 
115 Lovett Avenue 
Newark, DE 19711 
302-981-2635 
https://footprintarch.wordpress.com/ 
 

  
Michael Looney, AIA 
Montchanin Design Group 
1907 N. Market Street 
Wilmington, DE 19802 
302-652-3008 
http://montchanindesign.com/ 
 
Ed Rahme, AIA 
Ed Rahme, Architect 
2006 Lenape Unionville Road 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
610-453-7874 
www.edrahme.com 
 
Mark Redden, AIA 
Archology 
107 S. Washington Street 
Milford, DE 19963 
302-339-5566 
http://archologyde.com/ 
 
Rob Rollins, AIA 
Moonlight Architecture 
29003 Lewes Georgetown Hwy. 
Lewes, DE 19958 
302 645-9361 
www.moonlightarch.com/ 
 
John Rosecrans, AIA 
Renewal Dynamics 
237 Kirkbrae Road 
Kennett Square, PA 19348 
610-444-8680 
www.facebook.com/RenewalDynamics/ 
 
Charlie Weymouth, AIA 
Weymouth Architects & Planners 
1827 Lovering Avenue 
Wilmington, DE 19806 
302-658-8760 
https://weymoutharchitects.com/ 

 


